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Summary of Meeting 
 

Following the kick-off meeting of 14
th
 December 2011 held at OECD Headquarters in Paris, it had been 

decided to launch the study “Role of space technologies and ICT in the surveillance of global threats” 

with a series o five workshops.  

The 1
st
 Workshop on Natural Disasters took place in Brussels at the CEN Meeting Centre on February 27, 

2012.  

 

The meeting was chaired by Barrie Stevens, Head of the OECD International Futures Programme.  Eu-Vri-

INteg Risk Project kindly hosted this workshop at the CEN Meeting Centre in Brussels.  23 participants 

gathered on 27
th
 February for this first workshop in the OECD Study.  The workshop focussed on Natural 

Disasters. Seven countries were represented (Belgium, France, Germany, India, Japan, Norway and the 

UK), 3 IGOs (ESA, EMSC and the IOC of UNESCO), from academia/research institutes Eu-Vri was 

present, and 4 institutions from the private sector (Astrium Satellites, EADS, Inmarsat and SES Global).  

 

Sasa Jovanovic, Eu-Vri, offered a warm welcome and walked the group through the background of the 

iNTeg-Risk Project: early recognition, monitoring and integrated management of emerging, new technology 

related risks. 

Gil Denis, Astrium, presented a summary of threats identified under the theme “natural disasters”, 

providing the focus for today’s workshop. 

Pierre-Alain Schieb, OECD, explained the purpose of the checklist that the project team had developed.  

This checklist fleshed out 4 main points to be addressed under each of the topics at today’s workshop and 

the workshops to follow: 

1. Statement of problem 

2. Data and Models 

3. Surveillance/early warnings 

4. Preventive actions/responses 

 

We then moved on to the first topic of the workshop: Surveillance of Earthquakes. Jérôme Bequignon, 

ESA presented: Role of space technologies for surveillance of earthquakes.   

Rémy Bossu of the European-Mediterranean Seismological Centre (EMSC) demonstrated ICT impacts 

in earthquake surveillance.   

Kouichi Morimoto of JAXA’s Paris office kindly intervened at this point with short remarks on the 

Japanese experience of earthquakes.  There followed a lively discussion between participants before we 

broke for lunch. 



 

The second topic of the day was the surveillance of tsunamis.  Thorkild Aarup of UNESCO’s 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission informed us that the IOC provides Member States of the 

United Nations with an essential mechanism for global co-operation in the study of the ocean and explained 

the international co-operation that exists today for early tsunamis warning. 

Mr. Morimoto then presented Japan’s experiences in using space technologies with detail surrounding the 

great east Japanese earthquake of last March, and the ensuing tsunami and nuclear plant accident. 

Satheesh Kumar of ISRO’s Paris office presented India and tsunamis warning systems, offering the group 

the Indian perspective. 

This was followed by a discussion. 

We then broached the third and final topic on monitoring geomagnetic storms.  Ronald Van der Linden of 

the Royal Observatory of Belgium was participating and presented their views on space weather, an 

international affair – and beyond.   

Christina McQuirk, Science & Technology Facilities Council presented future space weather missions, 

showing us the goals and assumptions of HAGRID (Heliospheric imaging for Assessment of Global and 

Regional Infrastructure Damage). HAGRID is a Technology Demonstrator for a future Operational Space 

Weather alerting system that could provide accurate warning at least 10 hours in advance of a significant 

Earth-Impacting Space Weather event. 

Dave Pitchford of SES Global gave us views from a satellite operator. SES Global uses forecasts and 

reports to increase Operations Centre staff situational awareness and in the planning and scheduling of 

operations tasks.  

The Chair thanked the group for their participation, for the rich and valuable information provided and the 

lively contributions to the discussions. 

The next workshop on Ocean Surveillance will be hosted by Inmarsat at their headquarters in London on 23 

March 2012. 


